
 

 

COMISSIONERS ROOM, HOLDREGE, NE  
9:00 A.M.  JANUARY 27, 2015 

 

The Phelps County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on January 27, 2015 as advertised, with 
Commissioners Tom Nutt; Jim Ostgren; Shelley Brenn; Theresa Puls; Rick Streeter; Matt Gregg and Russ 
Cruise present. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ostgren. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
Jim announced the open meeting law would be in effect and that a copy is posted on the wall. Puls moved, 
seconded by Gregg, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Roll call vote was Nutt, yes; Cruise, yes; 
Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Brenn, yes; Ostgren, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Bobby Hamilton, Highway Supt., discussed the micro surfacing of 4.5 miles of T Rd (Fund/Odessa Rd) and to 
have Miller and Associates oversee this project with the engineering service fee of $2,950.  Cruise moved, 
seconded by Gregg, to approve Miller & Associates to oversee this project. Roll call vote was Nutt, yes; Cruise, 
yes; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Brenn, yes; Ostgren, yes. Motion carried.  
  
Bobby told the Board the road crew will perform the county’s annual night sign inspection on Wednesday.  The 
county has approximately 4,000 signs and will be checking general signs and post conditions for future repair or 
replacement.   
 
At 9:15 a.m. as advertised the public hearing for the 1 & 6 year road plan was opened.  Hamilton went over his 
1 & 6 year plan.  At 9:31 a.m. the public hearing was closed.  Nutt moved, seconded by Streeter, to approve the 
1 & 6 year plan. Roll call vote was Nutt, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Brenn, yes; 
Ostgren, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Charlie Brooks, Weed Supt., met with the Board to review his state report after discussion Gregg moved, 
seconded by Cruise, to approve the weed superintendent’s annual state report as presented.  Roll call vote was 
Nutt, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Brenn, yes; Ostgren, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Randy Tonniges with Tonniges and Associates met with the Board to review his audit contract for years ending 
June 30, 2015, 2016 and 2017.  Randy told the Board his services would not exceed $7,100 per year.  Brenn 
moved, seconded by Puls, to approve the 3 year contract with Tonniges and Associates.  Roll call vote was 
Nutt, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Brenn, yes; Ostgren, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Cruise moved, seconded by Brenn, to approve the January payroll claims in the amount of $187,492.76 for the 
general fund, $3,137.57 for the CASA fund and $53,432.23 for the road fund. Roll call vote was Nutt, yes; 
Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes ;Brenn, yes; Ostgren, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Doug Horwart, Lonnie Hanna and Max Schultz representing the Harlan County Supervisor’s met with the 
Board to discuss a new interlocal agreement with the Phelps County Veteran’s Service Office which had 
expired the end of December. Lonnie told the Board they would like to see this interlocal agreement take place 
until they get someone hired and accredited which would be until the end of April.  Art Johnsen told the Board 
he has 100 to 120 active files on Harlan County veteran’s that already come to Phelps County and would be 
willing to do the interlocal agreement with Harlan County.  The Board directed Mike Henry, County Attorney 
to draft a new interlocal agreement for the Board to review and they will get back to Harlan County by the end 
of February. 
  
The Board reviewed the employee’s vacation and sick time that was carried over from the previous 2014 year. 
 
Brenn moved, seconded by Streeter, to approve the reappointment of Nye Pelton, Heidi High and Shari Schrock 
for a 3 year term ending in December, 2017 to the Phelps County Extension Board as requested in a letter from 



 

 

the Extension Board.  Roll call vote was Nutt, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Brenn, yes; 
Ostgren, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Tom and Rick gave a report on a meeting they attended. 

   

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 
 
 
                              _____________________________ 
Sally Fox, Phelps County Clerk                Jim Ostgren Chm. Bd. of Commissioners  


