
 

 

COMMISSIONERS ROOM, HOLDREGE, NE 
9:00 A.M. January 22, 2019 
 

The Phelps County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on January 22, 2019 as advertised, with 
Commissioners Theresa Puls; Russ Cruise; Rick Streeter; Barb Malm; Matt Gregg and Tom Nutt present. Jim 
Ostgren was absent. The Meeting was called to order by Chairman Nutt. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Tom announced the open meeting law would be in effect and that a copy is posted on the wall. Cruise moved, 
seconded by Streeter, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Roll call vote was Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; 
Streeter, yes; Malm, yes; Gregg, yes; Nutt, yes. Ostgren, absent. Motion carried. 
 
Puls moved, seconded by Malm, to approve January payroll claims in the amount of $206,596.18 for the general, 
$64,797.44 for the road and $800 for the weed fund. Roll call vote was Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Malm, 
yes; Gregg, yes; Nutt, yes. Ostgren, absent. Motion carried. 
 
Bobby Hamilton, Highway Supt. met with the Board with his road report and weed report.  Bobby reviewed his 
weed state report with the Board and after discussion Gregg moved, seconded by Streeter, to approve the weed 
superintendent’s annual state report as presented. Roll call vote was Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Malm, 
yes; Gregg, yes; Nutt, yes. Ostgren, absent. Motion carried. 
   
At 9:30 a.m. the Board went into session as a Board of Equalization. Jim Ostgren was absent.  Sally Fox, County 
Clerk, Melodie Marvin, County Assessor and Mike Henry, County Attorney were present.  Melodie discussed the 
permissive exemption list and after discussion Gregg moved, seconded by Puls, to accept the 2019 permissive 
exemption list presented by Melodie. Roll call vote was Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Malm, yes; Gregg, 
yes; Nutt, yes Ostgren absent. Motion carried. 
Melodie reviewed tax list correction #39 and after discussion Cruise moved, seconded by Streeter, to approve the 
tax list correction. Roll call vote was Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Malm, yes; Gregg, yes; Nutt, yes. 
Ostgren, absent. Motion carried. 
 
The Board resumed regular session as a Board of Commissioners at 9:35 a.m.  
 
Mike Henry, County Attorney, met with the Board to discuss an amendment to the employee manual from the 
personal board.  They would like to change the policy that in case of the courthouse closing for an emergency the 
employees will receive paid time off for 1 day per emergency event. The previous policy is that employees would 
have to use vacation or comp-time to make up for the loss wages. After discussion Puls moved, seconded by 
Malm, to adopt the change to the employee’s manual.  Roll call vote was Cruise, no; Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; 
Malm, yes; Gregg, no; Nutt, yes. Ostgren, absent.  Motion carried. 
 
Mike discussed the joint resolution between The Village of Bertrand and The Bertrand Rural Fire Protection 
District. They want to merge as one fire district.  Mike told the Board they will be having a public hearing to 
discuss the merger, If it passes they will sign an Interlocal between the Village of Bertrand and Rural Fire 
Protection District.  Mike will let the Board know when the public hearing is so Board members can attend.  
 
Ron Tillery, Executive Director at PCDC, presented to the Board the annual report and gave updates on projects 
going on in the county. 
 
 
Rick, Barb and Theresa discussed a meeting they attended.    
    
The meeting adjourned at 10:31 a.m. 



 

 

 
___________________________ 

 

Sally Fox, County Clerk Tom Nutt, Chm. Bd. of Commissioners 
 


