
 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS ROOM, HOLDREGE, NE 
9:00 A.M. March 5, 2019 
 

The Phelps County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on March 5, 2019 as advertised, with 
Commissioners Theresa Puls; Rick Streeter; Matt Gregg; Barb Malm; Russ Cruise and Tom Nutt present. Jim 
Ostgren was absent. The Meeting was called to order by Chairman Nutt. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Tom announced the open meeting law would be in effect and that a copy is posted on the wall. Puls moved, 
seconded by Streeter, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Roll call vote was Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; 
Malm, yes; Gregg, yes; Cruise, yes; Nutt, yes. Ostgren absent. Motion carried. 
 
Cruise moved, seconded by Malm, to approve the grant application to the Village of Bertrand for the Veteran’s 
Memorial Park. Roll call vote was Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Malm, yes; Gregg, abstain; Cruise, yes; Nutt, yes. 
Ostgren absent. Motion carried. 
 
Justin Norris, Emergency Management, discussed with the Board building security and having lockdown 
procedures for employees. The elected officials would like to have a procedure in place since there was an active 
shooter in Phelps County last week.  The Board would like Mike to check into different procedures.   
 
Tasha Manahan, representing the YMCA, met with the Board requesting use of the courthouse lawn for the 
Healthy Kids Day on Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 2-5p.m.  Puls moved, seconded by Malm, to approve the use 
of the courthouse lawn and the hold harmless agreement between Phelps County and the YMCA.  Roll call vote 
was Puls, yes; Streeter, yes; Malm, yes; Gregg, yes; Cruise, yes; Nutt, yes. Ostgren absent. Motion carried. 
 
Capri Chapman, Executive Director with the Holdrege Housing Authority, met with the Board to explain the 
Memorandum of Agreement for Housing Choice Voucher Program in Phelps County. This is a Section 8 voucher 
system managed by HUD for low income families to accept rent assistants from the Federal Government housing 
program.  Phelps County will partner up with Dawson County.  If an applicant is accepted for the program and 
they have an income they could get 30% of their rent funded from the Voucher Program.  The Board was in favor 
of this program.  
 
Mike Henry and Natalie Nelsen, told the Board they would like to apply for a grant funding position for a victim 
advocate through the Nebraska Crime Commission.  This would be an Interlocal Agreement with the counties of 
Phelps, Kearney, Harlan and Furnas. They would have a 2 year funding and the total for this project would be 
$100,000 with a grant of $80,000, the $20,000 would be split between the counties and each paying $5,000. If the 
grant is approved they would like to have the office in Kearney County and Phelps County would be the fiscal 
agent.  The current victim advocate program is through the Safe Center and is ending June, 2019 and if approved 
this new grant program will start July, 2019. The victims advocate would help the victims that were sexual 
assaulted or abused get housing and help with protection orders and their court cases.  After discussion Cruise 
moved, seconded by Gregg, to apply for the victim services grant application.  Roll call vote was Puls, yes; 
Streeter, yes; Malm, yes; Gregg, yes; Cruise, yes; Nutt, yes. Ostgren absent. Motion carried. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:09 a.m. 
 
___________________________ 

 

Sally Fox, County Clerk Tom Nutt, Chm. Bd. of Commissioners 
 


